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EXCERPTS:   
Wilkerson said she will always remember the look on the 
detective’s face when he told her the suspect in custody, Hermilio 
Moralez, was not in America legally. 

“I’ll never forget looking in that detective’s eyes as he was telling 
me, ‘yeah this kid is in the country illegally,'” Mrs. Wilkerson told 
the crowd in Richmond. “I said ‘where are his parents?’ He said, 
‘we can’t ask him.’ He couldn’t ask them because it was a 
sanctuary city at that time. I thought, ‘really? You could pull me 
over and ask me any question under the sun, legally, but you can’t 
ask that?’ It just made no sense to me. It stuck in my head forever. 

After two years of waiting for a trial, the Wilkersons finally got 
more answers and saw Moralez convicted in January of this year. 
At the trial, she said, “the horror was just incredible.” 

“We found out later that what he [Hermilio Moralez] did was he 
asked Josh for a ride home from school and Josh said, ‘sure,'” 
Mrs. Wilkerson said. “I think he’d given him a ride home two or 
three times before. He took him actually to his parents’ house. For 
some reason, we found out later why, what he did to Josh was he 
hit him in the nose, and this is what the kid tells from the stand, 
he hit him in the nose so hard that it would blind him so that he 
couldn’t fight back. Then he kicked him so hard in the stomach. 
Josh was about this big around and he weighed about 100 pounds 
in the body bag. He kicked him so hard in the stomach that his 
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liver sliced in two and his spine sliced in two. He ruptured his 
spleen. He took a closet rod and beat Josh over the head so hard 
with it that it broke in four pieces. He strangled him, then let him 
go. Strangled him, let him go. Per the medical examiner, it was 
just torturous. After he murdered him, as he said, when Josh quit 
having bloody bubbles come out of his nose, he knew he was gone, 
he tied him up like an animal with about 13 ropes from his the 
back of his neck to the back of his hands, to the back of his feet. 
He covered his head with his school shirt. Then he put him in the 
back of my son’s truck and he drove around and he took two 
dollars out of Josh’s wallet and he stopped and bought gas. Then 
he took him to a field and he took his wallet and school ID out and 
just placed it by the body. Then he doused him with gas and set 
him on fire. It was just incredible. You just don’t even believe 
something like this will happen to your family, let alone to just 
your kid. What we saw in the beginning of the trial, in the 
opening, was the police going out to this itty bitty trail and there 
you saw, when they finally got to Josh, you finally saw him in the 
fetal position, barefooted, charred, bound up. The policeman said 
he looked like a doll. He didn’t even look real. He looked so tiny. 
Then after that in the trial the next picture was of his face after 
they removed his shirt. It was horribly disfigured by the closet 
rod. So one of the last pictures I saw of Josh was one where his 
face is just — one of his eyebrows is here, and the other is very 
low. It’s something you don’t want to be reminded of.” 

Mrs. Wilkerson said that during the trial, Moralez “was proud on 
the stand.” 

“He got up there and said he was trained to kill and that Josh had 
kicked his dog and that his killing skills took over,” she said. 
“From the stand, his said his culture was very different than ours. 
And he really was excited about what he had done. He never once 



showed any amount of remorse or sorrow for what he did to 
Josh.”


